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THE LAND AND 1TS PEOPLE 


A BOUT ten years ago, the territory of Dadra and Nagar-Haveli, was known 
omy in ofíicial circles. It became famous aFter its integration in índia 

n m , To “ da y il is an Union Territory under the direct rule oí 

tne Central Government. 


, Wlül a t0 Ç al population of about 24,000 it is a land inhabited mainly by 
the Adwasis or tribais, oí whom there are three raain groups, the Warlis who 
predommate by far the others in number, the Konhnas and the Doddias. 


Oí these, the Warlis are the less civilized. Gívcd to inactive habiti 
hey are not a very productive race. Another defect in them isthat the 
be íeve m some sorUf fatalism and have no thought for the inorrow. Whateve 

C0mes “fj their hand s, it is squandered in feasting and drinkin^ 
instead of being saved íor siekness or old age. The result is thatthey lead 
hand to mouth existence and fali an easy prey to moneySenders. 

The Konhnas and the Doddias, on the other hand, show a greate 
sense of responsibility are more industriou and can be depended upon to fen, 
h themselves. Without ceasing to be poor, they are better offthan th 
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Hwellings of the 
Warlis. They uaually 
consist of a fence of 
bamboo sticks, pias- 
tered with cowdung 
and-topped by a 
thatched roof. 


A folk - danoo of the Adivaam 


Fr. Santana 


The bride 
and the bride* 
groom : > ifh 
their leSpéctive 


inatructive 

anecdotee 
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Fr. Roque Fer¬ 
nandes, S. F. X. 
starting • on hia 
missionary tour. 


The main occupation ofthe people is to work in the fields and do 
other type of manual work. Many possess their own tiny piece ofland while 
the others live as tenants of big landlords. Of old, these landlords would 
often take advantage of their tenants’ poverty and ignorance and exploit them 
íor their own ends. Exaction of free labour, advancement of rice on 100% 
interest basis and of money at an interest of 25 to 50% was nota rate 
oceurrence. These practices still continue hut not on such a large scale as 
before, thanks to the policies of the present Government and to the action 
ofthe missionaries on behalf of the Adivasis 

Before the missionaries came, education was nil among the Adivasis. 
Even now there is much lack of it. The main reason is that education is 
despised hy the parents, who consider it as a luxury to be avoided, because it 
keeps the child away from work and thus causes a loss of income to the 
family. Such a view of education, it is clear, has been a great handicap to the 
missionary in his efíorts for the social uplift of the people. But the situation 
is steadily improving, 

Another difficulty that comes iu the way ofthe missionaryV apostolate 
is the prevalence of polygamy. Years spent together can make it extremely 
difficult for a prospective convert to send away his extra wives before haptism; 
nor should one ignore the helpless State to which the unfortunate women would 
be reduced after separation. 

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 


As regards religion, they believe in a supreme, all powerful God, 
Parameshwara, who rewards the good and punishes the evil. In,view of the 
sinful nature of man, Parameshwara is regarded more with fear than with a 
feeling of loving devotion, which marks their attitude towards the minor gods 
who are conceived as protectors against the dernons and intercessora before the 
just wrath of Parameshwara. The Adivasis have no temples, but here and 
there one lindê “ sacred stones ” which are worshipped, with the belief that 
they are possessed by the spirits of the village gods. They also have their 
family gods, whose pictures and images are sometimes ímng on the walls. 
Each village deity has its annual feast, which is celebrated all night long with 
sacred dances and singing of religious hymns whose melody has a very close 
cesemblance to our psalmody. 

They have no very clear idea about the origin of man. Their original 
belief seems to have been mixed up with the doctrine of the Fali, for they believe 
that the whole human race that exists to-day has come down from one single 
qutcaste. Regarding the end oí man, they believe in a form of transmigration 
according to which a man is reborn in a more or less happy state according as 
he has acted well or badly in the past life; but he is always reborn as a man 
and never as an animal, plant or angel. The state between death and rebirth 







is an uneasy state, which has to be siiortened by some funeral rites and oíferings 
by the dead person’s family if they do not want to be troubled by bis or her 
spirit of which they stand in mortal dread. 

THE FIRST GOSPEL SEED 

Before 1920, missiona were unknown in Nagar-Haveli. There was only 
one parish, at Siivassa, whose Catholic population hailed almost wholly from 
Damaun. ín the interior, there were forest posts where the forest guards used 
to live. It was, perhaps, for the sake of these guard9 that a priest Irom 
Damaun would make a tour of the principal posts known as Pafelates once a 
year, in order to say the Mass and administer the Sacraments. As far as the 
adivasis were cobcerned, there was no missionary activity whatever. 

About fitfy years ago a plenipotentiary administrator by the name of 
,Capt. Lindolfo de Pinto Barbosa was sent to 'Nagar-Haveli. He was a good 
Catholic, and when during a famine, many people, unable to support their 
children, gave them away, he collected them in a nursery which he constructeá 
and supported them, They weie baptised and surnamed after him. 

It was the first Gospel seed sown in that virgin land. Some of it. 
germinated and some perished for the lack of those wh o might water it and: 
take care of it. 

There was indeed a great need of the missions in the interior of Nagar- 
Haveli, Years back, I had a great friend among the forest guards. In fact, 
he was a friend of the missions in general. He would help the missionaries 
whenever necessary, while some of the guards, although Christian, would show 
themselves indifferent. Asked the reason of this kindly altitude towards the 
missionaries, he burst out with great feeling : “ .Blessed be the day when the 
missionaries came to Nagar-Haveli. Were it not for them, we who live in the 
woods here would be like animais.’’ ín fact, when the missionaries entered 
the region, they had to undergo a lot of.difficultiesto set many of the old Catho- 
lics on the straight pathJby blessíng their marriages and baptising their children 
who were already grown up. 

About the year 1923 the Missionary Brothers of St. Francis of Assisi 
from Borivli, wbo had already begun missionary apostolate in the neighbouring 
villages of Zaroli of British índia, carne lo Nagar-Haveli, and established 
themselves at Dapara and Massate, and from there they practised their 
apostolate in many neighbouring villages. Since the modem means of con- 
veyance were lacking, they went about sometimes on foot, and at other times 
on horseback or by builock-carts. In 1936, they took up the Southern posts of 
Selti and Khanvel, and in 1940 that of Chinsda. 

They were encouraged in this by the Bishop of Damaum, since Nagar- 
Haveli as well as the surrounding territory belonged to his diocese, After the 
extinction of the diocese of Damaum, Nagar-Haveli passed to the jurisdiction 


-50- 


of the Patriarcli of Goa, who in 1931 sent Rev. Graciano, temporarily to 
Nagar-Haveli, in order to minister to the converts with the help of the Brothers., 
In December 1932 Fr. Joseph Albuquerque, the present Superior General 
of the Society, then a diocesan priest, was appointed and later on two more 
priests were sent to assist him. The Bishop Auxilliary of Goa, D. Manuel 
Ferreira?da Silva, Titular Bishop of Gurza, gave all his support to the progress 
of the mission. 

THE PILAR MISSIONARIES 

As soon as the priests of the new Pilar Society made their first profes- 
sion, in 1940, Fr. J. Albuquerque, who had joined the society in the meanwhile, 
and Fr. T. Cabral, also of the first batch, were appointed for the mission, and it 
was understood that the whole territory of Nagar-Haveli was to be evangelísed 
by the Pilar Society. 

In 1943, Patriarch D, Jose da Costa Nunes, gave a great push to the 
Mission, detacbing it from the Deanery of Damaum, and erecting a new deanery 
at Khanvel and entrusting the whole mission to the Pilar Fathers with Fr- 
Albuquerque as the dean. 

From that date the mission has had a new missionary life. The Society 
conlinued to send more missionaries there, who kept on penetrating ever more 
into the interior and opening new residential posts in diíferent places. In 1944 
they took up quarters at Khanvel, in 1946 at Chinsda, two years later at Sindo- 
nim, in 1949 at Querpum and in 1950 at Berpum. From there, they came down 
to Carchondin 1951, to Canuchem in 1954 and to Bildori in 1955, Finaily they 
established their residence at DudnimTn 1958, in order to minister better to the 
three last named villages. 

Missionary activity is being extended now to the other villages of 
Nagar-Haveli and to the neighbouring districts. 

During the last 24 years rouch work has been done. The number of 
Chrislians is steadily growing. Old Christians have been Consolidated in their 
Faith and new conquests made, and the barvést for the future is most proraising. 
In difficult circumstances our Christians have couiageously defended their Faith. 
This is most consoling. New churches and chapeis have been built in several 
places: two new churches at Khanvel and at Dapara, and chapeis at the other 
missionary posts. The new orientation given to the missionary apostolate 
there and the fine training imparted to our new catechists at Ranchi and 
Talasari are a sure guarantee of the bright prospects of this missionary area. 
At present, 6 priests and 3 brothers of our Society are working there. They 
are : Fr. Santana Sequeira, Fr- Roque Fernandes, Fr. João Pedro! Menezes, 
Fr. Jose Anunciação Menezes, Fr. Nascimento Fernandes, Fr. R. Pio 
Fernandes and Brothers Felicio c'e Souza, Thomas Borges and 
Crispino Souza. They are assisted by the Franciscan Hospitaller 
Nuns who render them many a valuable Service. This small band of 
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missionaries is helped by 21 catecliist-masters recruited irom the Christians 
of the place. They prepare the way for the missionaries. A special centre 
is run by our missionaries in Khanvel where the catechists are lodged and 
receive due training. 

SOCIAL ACTJVIT1ES p 

Progress in the mission field depends much upon social apostolate. [ 

Since the eariy forties the educational and medicai activities and the economical ■ 

betterment of the people have been one of the main preoccupations of our | 

missionaries. 

During all these years, 22 elementary and middle schools as .also arts 
and crafts schools have been openecl. Their total strength is 350 to 400. In 
Khanvel, where the headquarters of our mission are located, a big middle 
high school has been constructed. Last year the school obtained very good 
results in P. S. C. final Marathi. Atiached to the school there is a boarding 
house wherein admission is open to allland sundry without distinction of caste 
or creed. There are also two more boarding houses for boys, and another for 
girls, Nirmala Niketan , which is conducted by the sisters. Besides, selected 
students are sent to our high school at Ambernath (Bombay), for English 
education. 

Next comes the medicahamenities which contribute much to improve 
the sanitary conditions of the people and to dispel superstitions concerning 
witch- doctors. A ceutial dispensary at Khanvel with four branches at 4 
diffeient posts attends to lhe medicinal needs of the population. They also 
operate an infirmaTy and a maternity clinic. 

As the people are not yet self-sufficient and are consequently pul to 
several hardships specially during the cold months, the mission has organized 
rice-banks and a co—operative society. A hig farm run by our missionaries 
in Dapara on the grounds generously donated by the late Mr. Polibió Masca- 
renhas provide work and wages to the poor of the mission. 

At present, the mission intends to extend its social activities to the 
whole of Nagar-Haveli, and even outside it, viz. in the two neighbouring 
districts of Thana and Surat. 

■ _ X X X X 

After 24 years of patient labour, the mission is ripe for progress. The 
school—boys have grown up into masters and catechists. The people; welcome 
them and the priests readiíy; in fact many villages are insistently asking for 
our priests and schools. Difficulties there will be indeed; but for the realization 
of their projects the missionaries count on God's uníailing Providence and on 
the co-operalion of their benefactors and well-wishers. 
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The dotible stoieyed building of the Marathi High School 
of our Csuoel Mission 


Staff and Students of the above Sehool, 
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The boys of our mission-boarding schoo 
P. S. C. final Marathi*last 


Hospitaller Sisters of Khanvel 


Ihff residential quartere of cur mÍ3sionarieB 


..D-istribution of clothes at the 

Ifi."Social Centre ofUudnim 


A catechist couple of 
Nagar-Haveli 
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Discernlng buyers prefer DORIC 
because the extra qualíty and 
fmish in every ‘Doric pen make it 
a gift to be appredated. Every 
Doric pen is proof óf exquisite 
pen craftsmanship, a tribute to 
your selection, a gift which will 

i be prlzed for years. 

* In the wide range of Doric pens 
now offered, there’s a pen to suit 
every taste and need. Pens for 
Mother, pens for Father, pens for 
. Children too. All of them of 
guaranteed quality, and yet avaiU 
able at an amazingly low price. 

Call at your local store today^and 
ask for the complete range of 
DORIC Pens, 
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JAYANT 

A Leading Name In Packaging 


One of the Lnrgt&l Manufacturers of: 


Double Wall Heary Duty Corrugated Shipping 
Container* for Export, Corrugated Paper Holli. 
Boards and other packaging requisites 
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Waxed Shrimp Cartons & Master Cases For Exports 


Conkicl : 


Jajant Paper Box Factorj 


30, Western índia House, Sir P. Mehta Road, 
Fort, BOMBAY. 


Phones: 

Office: 253145 & 252478. Factory: 68237-38, 
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THE WIDE RANHE OF SERVICES OFFER. 
EI) TO UNION BANK ÜEPOS1TOKS IN- 
CLUDKS THE PAYMENT OF REGULAR 
DONATIONS TO SPECIFIED CHARITIES, 
ÜNDER THE “STANDINO INOTRUCTIONS 
8CHEMJ5." THIS IS A PART OF OUR 
UNIQUE PERSONALISED SERVICE. 



fl. B. PEREIRA 

PRESS & COM MERO AL 
PHOTOGHAPHER 

Tdfiphono: 254682. 

Rmdence: 

,' Great Western Buiiiling, 
Gronnd Fluor. Room No. 102, 
23, Baek Houhb Lune, 
Fort, BOMUAY-1. 

Spedalist in 
Wedding Functions , 
SportSy Parties of 
Family, Birthdays & 
Engagemenl 
& outdoor groups etc. 



PORTUGAL Pardilho, 17—8-1964. 


Rev. Fr. Albuquerque, 

Yesterday I received here, in my na tive víflage where I have^come to pass 
some days, your esteemed letter of the 8th Augusí, in which you tell me that the 
new Society of Pilar Has now already completed 25 years of exístence and ask of 
me a few words of remembrance- 

Your letter revived in me memories of Goa which I hold very dear, and 
which begin right from those happy times when you were working for the people 
of Nagar—Haveli. I remember mytwp pastoral visits to the pla.ce, when I had the 
opportunity of administering Confirmation to many people and seeing with my own 
eyes your charity» which sought to appease their hunger of bodyand also of the soul. 

This was in 1933 and thereafter, Later, in 1939, the lastyear I spent in 
Goa, I assistèd at the inaugural act of the creation of the new Society of Pilar, which 
was bom anew with a few members of the old Society, founded by Rev. Fr. 
Bento Martins, and with some other new ones. I remember Fr. Rosário Gomes, 
who worked/for many years in Kanara, Fr. Barreto, whom I carne to know as 
professor of the Rachol Seminary, theyoung Fathers Conceição Menino Rodrigues 
and Teodolindò Cabral, Fr.* Siqueira and the two Auxiliary Brothers, Paixão 
Lacerda who was a good catechist. and Mascarenhas. And among the Fathers 
were you too, my dear Fr. Albuquerque. 

|. give many thanks to God at the knowledge that the Society has grown 
and made good progress, and that it now has as members 63 Fathers, 27 auxiliary 
brothers, who, when they are well trained, prove to be a very important factor, 
and 75 scholastics. 

I know that you are working not oniy in Goa, but also in the dioceses of 
Bombay, Simla, and even in dislant lands in the Ba/ of BangaL 

May God help you, and filLyou with His spirit, dear Fathers of the Pilar 
Society, so that you rray do much good in the Vineyard of the Lord- The Holy 
CHurch is essentially'missionary : let us go, all of ui,, to work with great love of 
God and of our neighbour. 

• • |f ycu permit me, I will say that it is absolutely necessary for all and always 

to use the meaps of sanctification the Lord has placed in ourhands : prayer, 
sacraments and the spirit of sacrifice. 

We should try to bs saints if we want to othars. 

May Christ s charity inflame your hearts always. 

Yours most devotedly, 

| Manuel ^arla ferreira da Silua 
(formerly Bisliop of Gutza) 
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Twonty-flve ycars figo, I assisted at thc recnsting.of tlie Pilar Society into apostolic 
moulds; and I felt thc spirit of liig and Instlng lliings liovcr over that ImndFul ot ardcnt 
and eníigiitened príests wlio weí« venluring upon tli« enterprise. 

And because 1 liavc Iived wil.li some of tliem tlie intense and auspicious hours of 
serainary life, tlie Jubilee commemorntion of tlie renewed Pilar Society lias for me tlie 
colour of a Family feast Neither lime nor spaee can, therefore, diminish tlie warmth and 
: fellowsliip with vvliicli I vvisli to pnrticipate in tt. 

To one, whom tlie strange wnys of Divine Proyidence liave nppointed to assumo 
tlie responsibilities of tlie government of a prmninently missionary diocese, the extraordi- 
nary bfossoming of Pilar, witli its priests, brotliers, scholastics and seminarians, ell bent on 
winning souls for Clirist, and vvitli its roanifold institutions of formativo and ovangólizing 
cliaracter, offers a motive of deep personal sntislaction. 

And tlie news tliot more and more responsibilities are being placed on Pilar, wliicli 
I consider as tlie besl: expressinn of the (loan. missionary soul to-day» fills me witn pride 
and satisfactiom 

May the twenty-five yanrs of joy, sorrow arul glory, wliicb are now coínpleted. 
offer inspiration for nevv missionary initintives and may tlie Society finei in its Fatron 
special protection in lliis grave and decisivo liour for tlie fate ol the Cíiurcl» in tlie P.nst. 

Sa do Bandeira, Mil June 


*J* c4ltino Ribeiro de Santana 
Bwliap of S« de Bandeira ( Angola ) 
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S IRSA is the largest of the five Tashils of the Hissar District on the eastern 
sideof the Punjab. Extending over a total ara of 1,642 müm, he 
territory is divided into 324 villages and has a population of 370.485 souls. 

The area as a whole has an average annual rainíall of less than 9 
inches and, therefore, irrigation by canal waters becomes absolutely necMsary. 
But the land is fertile aniyields two maia cropsa year: in sumtner ]owar, 
bhajra, rice and cotton, and in winter wheat, gram, barley and mustard seed. 

The climate varies between the extremes. It is extremely bof m the 
9uram er.mo»ths from mid-April till August. Thí» the i.,as ste , ta 
are no continuou» abower» as in the coasta re g ,on» o Iod,a l TtaJ tofe 

S fanua^ The months of Februar, and March are the ,no»t pleasant uronths 
of the year. ; 










moclern rneans of communioation, buses, ca rs, scootcrs and cyeles, are available; 
but they fail to be of use in severaI placei due to loose, sandy soil; then the 
ubiquitous carnel comes to lhe rescue. 

Populalion 

The population is composed mainly of Hindus and Sikhs. 

The fcrrner are divided into castes and subcastes: agrawal, brahamn, 
rajput, gujar, chamar, dmali, roali, kuraar, arodde, khatri, komoh and bajigar. 
To the last four belong the refugeea from West Pakistan, settled in Sirsa aíter 
the partition ot índia, 

The Sikhs constitute more or less one fourlh of the population. They 
too have theír divisions, according as they are followers of one Gura ( Master) 
or anotber. The tnain groups are thnse of the Pantlis, Nanidaris and Mozbis. 

Christians lorrn a small minority and it is mado tip mainly of converta 
from the most inferior classes. As such, tbey are all poor and illiterate. Fven 
wherethere are free Government schools,the nurober of harijan children attending 
them is very small, and these too are alinost all oí lliem Hindus and Sikhs. 
Domestic work and conleinpt and disregard shown towards them by most of 
the teachers who come from the higher ranks are some of the rcason» lhat 
keep the harijan children away Irorn school. Nevertbeless lhe parents are 
keen in providing them with good education. All the land is owned by the 
Hindus and Sikhs. The Christians are mainly field labourers and sometimes 
they wander from píace to place, but williin lhe district, in aearch of work. 

The 'languages spolgçn are Punjabi, Hindustani, and Urdu; of these the 
most common is Punjabi, whose dialeets vary at every 15 to 20 miles. In the 
schools, however, classical Punjabi is taught, along with Hindi and Knglisb. 

Misaionary Work 

The Sirsa mission ecclesiatically belongs to the diocese ol Sitnla (now 
Simla-Chandigarh), which is governed by Biahop John Butke, It vvas com* 
mitted to our Society in January 1961. One of our priests, Fr. Assunção de 
Sousa, exercised his ministry there once for a period of about two years: but 
the mission was then cared for directly by the Bishop, and the Society had no 
responsibility in the matter, Today the Society has four priests and an 
auxiliary brother working there narnely, Fr. Mariano Pereira, Fr. Marden 
Pereira, Fr. Anselmo de Sá, Fr. Peter Mathias and Bro. Lourenço Ferandes. 

‘The missionaries reside in a house belonging to the Railway Gompany. 
Religious Services are held in one of the .rooms; while an adjoining house 
serves as kitchen and servants’quarters. The mission has recently aequired. 
13^2 acres of land where they intend to build a church, orphanage and 



Fr. Anselmo D’ Sá on the way to a idistant mission post with his 
portable altar at the back 


To draw water for 
irrigation is one ot the 
chores of the buHoek in 
the Punji*b. The cana' 
waters do not reach 
everywh.re, then the 
peasnnt’9 onlv soluUon 
is the well. 






Fr, Petcr Matinas eonductinç a eateohism cia*a 


The Good News taught to 
by the cateehist 
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Oui’ mission boys turn cotton piekera for a wliile 


Smoking can be a real social event, The hooka goes 
iound and round as friends come together for a cliit- 
chat after lhe liard day’s labours, 












I'or the average 
Indian peasant, the 
modem inventíons 
are as good as non- 
existent. His motive 
power lies in lhe 
bullock and his oivn 
muscles do the rest. 
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trade scbooh dispensará' ar ? n ® edci ^ íw ll “ '‘«elopment „f ,t le ^ 
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* “y i» «nj SSta “ °X d 

:fS : r« F sfc?kw: s 
^ to,di 

-r t . r ! n . [ he ^/jy circle fcardly any devotions are prartiserl. Njme 
fthe Chnstianshold superstitious beliefs and see no harrn in approachin» 

poTDb h ~Ho« 0 r -,T| an ^ kind , oE adversily, But they also have fheir good 
T|j. ? pi a . 1,y ? °" e lhe íharacteristic traita.of the people of the re-ion, 
TI e m ssionary is always given a good welcome and all his needs are 
rfragiy attended to Although he is otten regarded more as an oiíieer 
who cao be semeeahle to them to protect lhem iiom the Zamindars, than 
as a ather who must altend mainly to their spiritual needs, his religious 
digoity is recogoised and respected not only by the Christians but by L- 

andoZâoíh Tb ,! SIa 7 oflhe e "“™M features of the mission 
and offers good hopes íor the future of the apostolate. 

Recently, at the instance of the Bishop of the diocese, our missionarás 
opened another post in the neighbouring distriet of Bhalinda. The new resi- 
dential post opened is situated inthetown of Bhalinda whieh has a more 
cultured imheu. 1 13 His Lordship’s desirethat we tate under our charge 
hewhole area oft etwod.stóctsofffissarand Bhalinda, comprising altoí 
tber aboul 2000 íillages. Although it is not possible for usto accept tbis 
oífer just no*, we hope to do it in the near future wbeu more missionarás tvill 
be forthcoimng from our Mission Seminary, 



- 57 - 





Dear Falher Albuquerque, 

lt is a pleasure to hear of the wonderful progress your Society has made in 
the short time of 25 years and. the great promise it gives for the future. May the 
good Lord continue to bless you I 

lt is good to hear the Propaganda has entrusted you with a missíon territory. 

I hope evangelization will take the first píace in your aims in spirit and in practice- 

With every good wish on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the re-or* 
ganization of your Society. 



I am yours devotedly in Dno. 
f SiinoM 

Bishop of Indore 
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PILAR SOCIETY 


i" Ammm * mm 


T HE ever increasing missionary aetivities of our Society'in índia cafled 
forahouse urgentJy in Bombay. The medicai treatment for the missionaries 
and their cbristians and an adequate-í-training in arts and trades for our 
mission boys vrere the main reasons behind the project. 

A small apartment was, therefore, taken on rent in 1949 to serve as 
residence for our ailing missionaries. This apartment .continued to be our 
Bombay headquarters until 1951, when His Eminence Card, Gracias entrusted 
us with the pastoral ministry of Ambarnath, a missionary parish situated near 
Kalyan in the Thana 

AMBARNATH 

Thirty years back, Ambarnath was a criminal cojony, but lately it has 
become a flourishing industrial centre, and has been drawiiig people from all 
over índia, When the parish was entrusted to us, it had a population of about 
30,000 out of whom not more than 600 were Catholics, and there were only 2 
factories, the Ordnance Factory and the Wimco Match Factory. Now the place 
presents a completely new picture. A number of refugees from Pakistan liave 
settied down at Ambarnath, many new factuiiea have been opened and the 
population has shot up to over 50,000, while the number of Catholics ha nearly 
trebled, thanks mainly to new arrivals from other parts of índia. 

ín 1951, there was* neither, a Cliurch nor a Catholic School. The 
Fathers dwelt in a rented room and said Mass on Sundays and other days in 
this residence or in a factory hall or in a classroom of the local school. Some 
months later, a plot was acquired and a building constructed to serve as 
premises for the Fatima High School which had been opened in the meanwhile 
and was functioning in rented rooms. In the beginning, the school had about 
300 studentq but now they numberjalmost 1500, of whom more than two thirds 
are non-Catholics. The school sent up its first batch of students for S. S. C, 
in 1960, and obtained 100% results. This achievernent was repeated in 1963, 
while the results of the other years have not been rnuch less hrilliant. Much 
credit for this performance is due to Tr. Avito Almeida of the diocesan (dergy, 
who served the school till last year and is now doing his hirther studies in the 
U. S. A. 
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The parishioners oí Àmbarnath do not have a Church yel. Religious 
Services are for the moment held on the school premises; but the Church is 
under construction and will be finished in a few months’ time. 

Missionary work lias been successfully aecomplished among tbe natives 
of the place and a housing colony started. At present three of our priests are 
workong there: Fr. Tomé Moniz, Fr. Cipriano Ferrão and Fr. Ismael Frias 
Pint. 



FR. AGNEL ASHRAM 

As Àmbarnath lies 34 miles away froin Bombay it was unsuitable for the 
purposes wbich called for a house in the city. So in 1957 a large house was 
taken on rent in Bandra a i 1 wrs given the name of Fr. Agnel Ashram. It 
became a popular centre of pilgrimage of the devote.es of Fr. Agnel de Souza. 
It was inangurated by the then Chiei Minister of Maharashtra, Shri Y. B. 
Chavan, now Defence Minister. 

In the meantime intensivo seareh was being made to find suitable 
premises. After exhaustive efforls in the crowded city, Fr. C. Rodrigues 
discovered a plot with two big buildings offered on favourable terms. It was 
purchased for three lakhs wbich, thank God, were paid up in a comparatively 
short space of time from donations from our generous benefactors and devotees 
of Ir. Agnel. The new Ashram was blessed by the Internuncio, Mgr. R. Knox 
in the presence of His Eminence Card. Gracias and prominent laymen of 
Bombay. Hundreds of Fr. AgneFs clients now assemble there each Sunday 
to ask for his powerful intercession in their needs and to render thanks for 
the favours received. 

Besides being the centre of private devotion to Fr. Agnel, the Ashram 
also conclucts charitable and educational activities. A Bal Bhuvan (orpha- 
nage) was started in one of the houses, now accommodating 100 boys, irrespectve 
of cast or creed. Ahuge building has just been erected for the Technical 
High School wbich is functioning there and it is being equipped with modern 
machinery. This big projeet is estimated to cost at least 10 lakhs of rupees, 
of which MISEREOR has contributed 3 lakhs, It is hoped that eventually the 
Technical School will become a Polyteehnical Institute. 

Although it is hardly three years since the School began, it already 
has 800 sludents. Last year a iioslel for students was also opened. Besides 
fulfilling a much felt need for the Bombay youth, the Institute will serve the 
main purpose for which it has been coneeived: to impart technical ec ucation 
to the boys from our missions. The many activiiies of the Ashram are carried 
by 5 priests and 5 brothers and 2 scholastics. They are: Fr. Conceição 
Rodrigues, Fr. Ovidio Cunha Fr. Bessa Noronha, Fr. Antonio Gomes, Fr. 
Lulu Menezes and Brothers Menino Carvalho, Francis Fernandes, Paixão 
Lacerda, Peter Mascarenhas, Pacheco and Scholastics Justiniano Gonsalves and 
Paulo Vaz. 
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The Principal reviewing the acouts of the 
Fatima High School, Ambernath. 


A acene frora the Annual Concçrt staged by the students 
of Fátima School 
























Personnel engaged in Fr. Agnel Ashram activities: 

SEATING: iram kft lo righv. Pr. Antônio Sá; Fr. Ouvidio Cunha; Fr. Conceição 
Rodrigues, Regional Superior of Bombay & Ambtrnath; 

Fr. Basilio Fernandes, Fr. António Gomes. 

STANDING : Soholastic Justiniano Gonsalves, Bro. Francis Fernandes, Bro. Paixão 
Lacerda, Fr. Lulu Menezes, Bro. PeterjMascarenhas, 

Bro. Pacheco, Scholostic António Paulo Vás 
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1 lEARER hotne, less Ihan filty milea away as the ciow ífc lies 
N Sanguem Mission. Sanguem is the largest ° ttbe f ^ TCn J^^ 
** which Goa is divided. In íact, ii occupies an area of 342 squate miies, 
which is almost one fourtli el the surface of the whole of Goa. t .s a P*c «V 
region with its mountains and thick woods, with its sparklmg and 

glassy poncls. The most pictuiesqoe spot of all is the famou, ■ ^ 1 ° 

Dudsagar Wateifall, which is one of the ch.ef attrachons of Goa. The hall l.es 
just by^he side of the railway track, and one can havea peifectvteiv of.tas 
one traveis up or down by train. 

Latdy, with lhe disccvery of o rich mineral ore a “X 

s«- <- “rsióís: r«“.o"S 
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the mines allured many labourers away from their fields and cattle. Never- 
theless, farming still remains the chief occupation of the people of Sanguem 
and its thick forests form one of the chief sources of Goa’s finest timber. 

Sanguem is situated in the Novas Conquistas and consequently it is a 
predominantly Hindu region, as far as religion is concerned. Out of a total 
population of 35,000, the Catholics nutnber less than 7,000. 

The Mission of Sanguem was entrusted to us by the Patriarch of Goa 
in 1951. Even in olrler times, i. e. belore the reorganization, the Fathers of 
the old Pilar Society had worked there. Fr, Agnel himself had been 
Parish Priest at Sanvordem, which, at lhat time, was the chief parish of the 
distriet. But when the membership of the Society began to decrease, it became 
impossible for it to spaíe any priests for the Mission, which consequently had 
to pass back to the secular clergy. 

Of old, Sanguem ecclesiastically carne uoderthe deanery of Quepeim 
but in 1951, a i-ew deanery was erected with its headquarters at Sanguem. 
Now, the deanery of Sanguem consists of 5 parishes, 4 iesidential posts and 
five non—residential stations. The parishes, are Sanguem, Sanvordem, Rivona, 
Colem and Dabal, of which the first two are cared for by our Fathers while the 
last two are in charge of the secular clergy. The missionary residences are 
stationed at Netorlim, Curdi, Uguem and Moleornero. 

Missionary apostolate in Goa is an extremely difficult job and humanly 
speaking, does not offer very good prospects. Sanguem is no exception. 
However, our misaionaries are working hard to keep the faith ofthefew 
Catholics burning bright, and to present it to the non-Cbristians mainly through 
social work. 

One of the chief activities in the Mission is educational. The Mission 
conducts two English High Schools and nine Middle and Primary Schools. 
One of the High Schools is the Guardian Ángel High School of Sanvordem, 
the main townof the whole distriet. The school was first conducted by the 
secular clergy,- and was handed over to us in the early fifties. For the last 
four years it bas been obtaining 100% results at the public exáminations and 
last April it had the distinction of sending up a candidate who stood first 
among all the Goan students, securing 79% of the total number of marks. 
The present strengtb of the school is 900. The other High School is located 
at Sanguem. It is conducting only 10 classes at the moraent, but within a 
yearit willbe a full fledged school with due recognition and all the 11 
classes. It has 300 students on its rolls and is housed in a new building. 

The following is a short inventory of the constructions which our 
misaionaries of Sanguem liave raised during the last 13 years tbat they have been 
working there: at the Centre, 2 schools and a chapei; at Curdi, a residence 
with a school and orphanage attached to it; ai Sanvordem, enlargement of the 
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On the occasion of the 25th anniversary ol its re-organization I offer 
to theSocietyof St. Francis Xavier of Pilar my warmesi congratulations, and 
call God's choicest bfessings on its Superior, its members and all their works> 


f c ÍBaucl 

Bishop of Visakliapatnam 
m May 1964 


The MÍ88Íon of Sanguem ( From page 62 

Guardian Angel High School and the Parish Church; at Metorlim, a chapei and 
a school; at Rivona, a school and a new Church- Besides, our Fathers at 
Sanvordem conduct a Social Centre, where articles of essential commodities 
and free medicai attention as well as medicines are made available to the 
indigent. 

The missionary, social and educational activities of the mission are 
carried out by our 12 priests and 2 auxiliary lay-brothers who are Fr. Francisco 
Sequeira, Fr. Teodolindo Cabral, Fr. Cirilo Pereira, Fr. Gervasio Pinto 
Fr. Gustavo Alvares, Fr, Menino Almeida, Fr. Vicente Fernandes, Fr. Esperdião 
Gonsalves, Fr. Filomeno Costa Fr. Crisostomo D’Souza Fr. Cirilo Mendes, 

Fr. M. T. ADthony and Brothers Paul Dias and Inácio Souza. 
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BISHOPS HOUSE 
Eaglemoiint 

Siinlu 2. 


It gives me great pleasurelo feliciiate the good Faihers oi Pilar on ti 
occasion of the Silver Jubilee oi their foundalion. God has blessed the di 
cese of Simla by lheir presence in two large Mission Stations ai Sirsa ar 
Bhatinda where they are accomplishing wonderful work under the spiritual aeç 
of Father Agnel of holy msmory . Preparations are aíoot to introduce ■ the pn 


PONTIFICiUM OPUS A S. APETRO APOSTOLO PRO 
CLERO INDÍGENA CONSILIUM GENERALE 



PROPAGANDA FIDE 
ROMA 

Purt. N. 1295 64 


Rome, September 8, 19Ó4, 


Dear Father General? 

T he year . 1964 marks the twenty-fiíth anniversary of active ministry 
that lhe members of your congregalion have dedicated to the Missions 

in Goa and in 

Having known the Society of St- FranCis Xavier for so many years now, 
I recall the humerous apostolic labours of its missionaries? its conversions of many 
to Christianity, its construction of churches, chapeis, high schools, retreat house, 
and orphanage, as well as the foundíng ol a minor and major seminary* These 
noteworthy accomplishments will remain as the results of the sacrifices, prayers, 
and organization of the early missionaries and a stimulus to the missionaries 
to come. 

The growth of priests from six in 1939 to sixty-three in í 964 is a sign 
of Gods blessing upon the work of your priests in Goa and India. May they 
be even more plentiful in the next twenty—five years I 

In extending my sincerest congratulatíonsto you, Fcther General, and to 
the members of the Society of St, Francis Xavier, I want to ^pledge my own 
prayers for greater missionary success, more vocations, and saintly missionaries 
of your Society to spread the Kingdom of Christ to any other mission that may 
be confided to your Society* 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

c&ntonto ‘Pflazza 
Socretary General 

IVIost Revcrend Father J. A. F. Albuquerque, S. F. X. 

Superior General 
Society of St. Francis Xavier 
Pilar, Goa (índia) 











THE JNICOISAR ISLANDS 


A New Missionary Fiéld 


™ E ANDÂMAN AND NIGOBAR |SLa nds 

new missionary area lo bc entriisted to our Society in the near luture 
is the dislanl Àndaman and Nicobar Islands, The «Sacred Gongregation 
of the Propagation of Faiíh tnade this proposal last May, and the Society 
readily offered to semi missionardes to that remote Archipelago in the 
coming January. 

Politicaliy these two groups of Islands belong lo Índia and are centrally 
administered. Due to the growth of im/nigration from lhe mainiand these 
islands -are going through a fast process of ehange and pwgress. 

THE ANDAMAN S 

The Andamans are a group of 204 islands big and small covering a total 
area of 2,508 sq. miles. The rnain part of the Archipelago consists of five 
big islands known as The Great Andamans ”, and the rest is made up of 
minor islands at the Southern extremity of the whole group, and they are called 
“The Little Andamans”. Everywhere lhe panorama is strikingly beautiful and 
the existing coral beds ofíer exquisite colouring. The coasts are deeply cut, 
which accounts for the existence of many sife harbours the most important of 
thera being Fort Blair, the present capital. The climate is irgularly warm l>ul 
tempered by sea-breezes, Rainfall is irregular. The islands are denseJy íbrested 
and the padauk, a very hard wood used to construct houses and boats as well 
as to inake furniture is the chief timber. Forest work is the cause of the 
present heavy iramigration in the Andamans. Today one can find there peopie 
coming from all over the mainiand, giving the islands a look of miniature índia. 
The lingua franca is Hindustani and among lhe educated, Engiish. The 
aborígines, once falsely hrancled as carmibals, are divided in twelve distinct 
tribes each one with its own peculiarities, fíut due to lhe presentim pact of the 
externai world, their life has been deeply aífected. 

Of old, the Andamans, occupied by the British about the year 1844, 
were a penal settlement where iiíe and longterm convicta were sent, They 
became tragically famous when in 1872, a Mohammedan convict murdered the 
Viceroy, Earl Mayo, who was on a visit to the place. Since the early Ihirties 
the islands ceased to be a, convict settlement and began to develop on free 
lines. Lately the East Pakistan refugees have been settled there. 
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This is the second group oí islands, nineteen of them, situated between 
bumatra and the Andamans, with an area of about 2.508 sq. miles. Heavy 
showers throughout the whole year make its climate rather unpleasaní, Though 
the islands are thickly forèsted, the timber is not ao valuable as that of the 
Andamans. The main product is the coconut. The natives of the place, the 
Nicobarees, are of a mixed Malayand Indonesian stock. They are a well— 
developed peopie, with good inclinations and habits. 

In 1869, this group of islands was brougbt under the British Govern¬ 
ment to stop the piracy pf the natives against foreign vessels. The Nicobarees 
professed origínaliy aniroism but with the advent of the British, theJChnrch of 
ingland made headway there with theresult that the Nicobarees are practically 
Protestants belonging now to the Ghurch of índia. 

MISSIONARY WORK 

There is wide seope lor the apostolate in both these Arehipelagos, 
From the total popuíation oí 63,438, Gatholics nurnber about 5,000 at present 
By lar the majority come from Ranchi; the rest are Malayalees, Tamiliana’ 
Anglo-Indians, Mangaloreans, etc. 

The mission belongs ecclesiastically to the Archdiocese of Ranchi, 
which has two of its priests serving the spiritual needs of the faithful there. 
But these two priests are quite ins.ufficient to meet the actual needs. They 
can hardly visit their Gatholics scattered over the islands, even once a month. 
bome are visited just once in 3 or 4 months and some in 6 or 7 months. 

Added to the shortage oí the personnel, the other big hindrance for 
the missionary work is the diífículty of transport. There are roads and bus 
Services m Port Blair and around it. New roads are being built, The usual 
means of fluvial transport are ferries, motor launches and small dinghies. For 
these, the missionardes depend on the good will of the respective departments. 
lhe lnests are helped by 5 nuns who teach in the school and 3 catechists who 
accompany the missionaries during their tours. Many Catholic settlements are 
elamouring for catechists but the missionaries have been unable to satisíy 
this clemand due to financial diííiculties. The Gatholics being mission—minded, 
provide great reiief to lhe missionaries. They help the mission work as much 
as they can and support the present missionary personnel without externai aid. 
Besides, the educated Gatholics do all the work of the eatechist in their 
respective camps. 

To minister to the peopie, the distances to be traversed are not by 
tens oí miles but by hundreds, and that by sea. More priests and, better 
Communications, as a motor-boat are clearly indicated for a project of a well 
organised apostolate in the Arehipelagos. 
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Belt/edere, Chembur, 
Bombat) 71 

12th May, 1964 


In iiiy person&l ns vvell as official capacity as President of Cathulic Union of índia, 
I gladly nssoriali! myself with the Silver Juhilee celebra lion oí lhe Missionary Soci< ty of 
St, Francis Xavier, Pilar- 

I hough the ancient Seminary of Santa Fe» Old Goa, and liie Patriarchal Seminary 
of Rachol Kave given many a missionary who spread the light offaith both in índia and 
overseas, yours. is the first Goan institution which under lhe aeeis of Francis Xavier, lhe 
grenlest missionary of modern times, is exclusively devoling itself to lhe traning of missio- 
naries» lhe worlc of God which rlemands the highest piriority. lt is sad, hut true, that 
hardly five per cent of priests and nuns in índia are engaged in the work of evangelisation 
ampng non—Christians. If \ve wish that the light of risen Christ should shine on all men, 
rnucli greater and more susinined eífort is.needed, not from the religious only, but from 
loymen- In this work the Goans can play a crucial role, with your Society giving the 
lead- Floreai. 
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WOULD VOU 


! 
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We know you wouídn’t! You wouldn’t knowingly put a train on fire and endanger 
your own life and the lives of your fellow passengers, So think before you throw 
down that half burning match or that little cígarette stub. You 
can’t aíford to burn down your Nation's property. Just one RB «n t 
mistake is enough! A little carelessness could Q&use a calamity, w 7 RAILWA* 
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Spiritual Brothers 

and Sisters lí SBro. é{snnj 

tySouza 


j ^HOM amoiig lhe lay assooiations that the Society has founded, the Associa- 
jj tion ol- “Spiiitwtl fíiolhers and Sistèrs* aims at helping thé Society in 
ilfi missionary apostolate xnainly throngh spiritual rneans. 

LITTLE A PQSTLES OF THE SACRED H EART 

The original nucleus from which the Association later resulted had noth- 
ing to do with the Society, It conaisted simply of a group of ten young meu 
from Bicholim, who one fine day resolved to hold night adoration in the 
Churoh every month, ca eh one taking his turn to spend an liour before the 
IHessed Suerarnent. The sole object, of this group was to offer their homage 
of love, adoration and reparalion to Jesus in the Blessed Saerament and to 
plead ínr the needs of the Church and for their own needs. 

When Ihis piotis practiee had lieen continued for some time, it was 
lell that. lhe nohle ideal behind it ahould not remain the priviliged monopoly 
ol the seleeted few, but that it should be given wings and conveyed to other 
souls, so that Our Lord might gain more adorers and the world might be better 
oIT lor il, 

llovvever. the practiee of night adoration in the Church was fraught 
with dilfieulties, and it eould lutve its disadvantages if it were organízed on a 
large seale. A weekly holy liour, instead, practised during the day time, would 
not only he Irei:* from any seriou» inipediments, but it would also be welcome 
to pioiis souls and give them a ehance to corne in contact with Jesus even more 
often tltau throngh the monthly adoration 

Thusthe ‘I.ittle Apostlcs of the Sacred Heart’ came into being af: 
Itidudini. In eourse of time thé movement spread into other villages and went 
mi gaining mure and more adepts. 

It was my good Fortune to he a participant 1h these pious exercises 
when 1 was still in the ‘World’. My association with the movement 
might ha ve Iteen even providontial, for all 1 know. Later events seem to 
insimiate it. 






















ÃNNEKED TO THE SOfí iETY 

Having joined the Pilar Missionary Society, I realized thal if. the 
Society were to make quick progress andproduce abundant fruit in the missions, 
it had to be backed by the support oí the laity, not only materially but also, and' 
even more, spiritually, just as in a war campaign the army on the battle front 
needs an array of field workers behind the lines as well as the sacrifices and 
moral support of the folks at home. 

We realised then how the spiritual lorces of the Little Apostles could 
be harnessed lor the good ot the Society and of its missionary apostolate. lhe 
backing that would be desired oí the Little Apostles would be mainly spiritual 
their prayers, sacrifices and good Christian lives. 

The Little Apostles whose number had by now mounted to 3500, 
welcomed the idea quite enthusiastically. They uere then all united in an 
Association under the direetion of the Pilar Fathers, and the Association v r as 
named the “Association of Spiritual Brothers and Sisters.” It was approved by 
the Patriarch on 8th September 1944, and has over 76,000 members nòw. 
Most of the members are from the dioceses of Goa, Belgaum, Poona, Bombay, 
Nagpur, Jabalpur, Ajrnere and Karachi; but the Association has taken foothold 
even in as far removed places as East África—Nairobi, Kampala Momhasa, 
Makupa, Daressalaam, Entebhe, Tanga, Zanzibar, Kisnmu, Moshi, Jinja, Arasha, 
Bombo, Maktiru and Mbale—Kuwait and Bahrein. What is more ; even some 
ot the secular clergy have done honour to the Association by enrolling 
themselves in it. 

The members are supposed to recite an extra Rosary every day and 
mahe weekly Holy Hour and offer them for the Society and its missions and 
lor other secondary intentions, 

This is the rrinimum prescribed by the rules of the Association, Bu 
the spiritual help is not the only kind of assistance that the Society ha" 
received from the Spiritual Brethren. They have also given their moral and 
even material support. 

At all the solemn,moments of the SocietyV life, they mustered strong to 
assist at our functions and give testimony of their close interest and backing in 
our undertakings. Every time the Society foimd itself in financial difficulties, 
specially in the earlyyms, it could count upon the Spiritual Brethren to 
render what assistance they could, from their own pockets and through collections 
made in their respective circles. In the course of the last 22 years they have 
contributed no small amount to the construction of the Pilgrims’ House and 
the Seminary Chapei, and to the Missions of Ambarnath and Nagar-Haveli. 
They have instituted 4 free scholarships in our Mission Seminary - one ofthem 
coming entirely from the Aldona group - and intend to have eight more. The 
idea is to offer twelve apostles to índia. The groups of Mapusa, Kuwait and 


Bahrein have already begun collecling the amount required to present, each of 
them, a scholarship. A fourth scholarship, to be presenteei in the na me of the 
whole Association, is also buiiding up, and we pass in silence over the contri- 
butions from individual members made in their own names. Finally the Asso¬ 
ciation has given the Society vocational help too, for thirteen of the Society’s 
members have come from the ranks of the Association. 

APOSTLES A T HOME 

But this is not all that is to be said in favour of the Spiritual 
Brethren. Their accomplishments in the field ofCatholic action in their 
respective circles are still more gratifying. The ideal of missionarycooperation 
—mainly in a spiritual way—guiding their lives, several of the Brothers 
and Sisters have become infused with the same apostoJic spirit which they were 
helping to operate through others. Conversion of 45 non-Catholics, revival of 
nearly 1000 lapsed Catholics who had remained away frorn Confession from 2 
to 60 y< ars, re-frequentation of the Sunday Mass by hundreds of others, sale of 
over 60,000 good books and the consequent good resulting in the pub.lic morais 
—behold some of the main glories of the Spiritual Brethren. Nor can we pass 
in silence over the fact that 175 of our Spiritual Sisters have embraced 
religious life in difíerent congregations. 

Accounts such as the following can hardly keep any one from being 
moved and edified: 11 An acquaintance of mine", writes a , Spiritual Sister, 
“had lewt attending Sunday Mass, and no sott ofadvice world make him cliange 
his mind. Finally I decided to make Holy Hour daily and recite the 15 
decad.es of the Holy Rosary on my knees. The good Lord heard. my prayer 
and the man now goes to Mass not only on Sundays but even daily": u We 
are very happy to inform you”, writes another, i( that God has blessed our 
efforts in persuading a man, who had not beento confession for forty years,. to 
frequent the sacramenis again And one could go on filling several pages 
with such ac-ounts. , 

With great reason Pope John XXIII of beloved memory was proclaim- 
ing that the ideal of missionary cooperation is the most eflicacious school 
where souls are educated in the sincere love of the Church and in the spirit 
which is truly Cathblic, and that missionary cooperation, therefore, becomes a 
sure safeguard of the Christian life in one’s own diocese and parish, The 
Association of Spiritual Brethren in the course of its not too long existence has 
given eloquent testimony to these words of the Jate Pontiff. 

‘ The help t h a t the Association has rendered our 
Society is beyond reckoning, because the spiritual surpasses by lar this world’s 
standards. Fully áware òf this fact, our Society is deeply grateful to the Spiritual 
Brethren and places full trust in their continued cooperation, God bless 
them all! 
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OUR LAY-ASSOCIATIONS 



Ê REAT things have happened at Pilar during the last Iwenty five years and 
many òf them have been accomplished ihrongh the generoaity of thmisands 
oí our benefactors, especially the Xaverian Cooperators and the members 
oí the Xaverian Mission Guild. 

The Xaverian Cooperators’ Assod ation 

This Association . came into existence in 1911, not long after the' 
Sòciety’s reorganization. It was formecl wíth the objeet of obtaining alms ídr 
the missions and opening possibílities for the faithfui to parlidpíite in the 
raissiohary apostolate. The members gave a small contribution and in return 
shared in the spiritual beneíits of the m asses, prayers and good Works of the 
missionaries. The association found great synipalby with the people and, 
during the First diííicult years, was the only source of sustenance for the 
missionaries and mainstay tor their activities, Later on we reoeived help from 
other sources too, especially from the Holy See and the Portuguese Gov¬ 
ernment. But the Xaverian Cooperators’ • Association continued to be always 
the Society J s financial backbone. 

The Xaverian Cooperators have helped tis in no small measum to build 
lhe Piigrims’ House, the Seminary, Churçhes, Chapeis, and Schools in the 
missiona and to support hundrecls, of our seminarians, sehooi-boys, orpliafls; 
cateehists, etc. The steady growth of the Association is a atire imlex of lbi 

' oí thé missionáry spirit of our Catholics and .their Interestin líie 

work of the extension of the Kingdorn of Christ in índia . At present the 


Association coijata 95,(XI0 merabers, spread ail over índia, África and many 
other parts. lhe bociety, on her part, oBers the cooperators the spiritual 
benclits ol prayers, participatiou in the merits of the good work done L lhe 
missionaries and inMasses and Otliçes for the Dead whose number depeneis 
on the degree oi membership. 

The Xaverian Cooperators 5 Association has been approved bv the Ifolv 
bee and íts members are entitled to plenary and partia! indulgences on several 
íeast-days oí the year. 1 

The Xaverian Mission Guild 

.. , f* 0 less he, P ful to the Society has been lhe Xaverian Mission Guild 

lormed by our riends in the U. S.A. The Guild has Heartily backed our 
missionáry work and it came to our help.at an opportiine mòment. At a time 
wben some of our missionáry activities were threatened with forced abandonment 
tor iack oí finançe and the construction of Mission Seminary was at a standstill 
the Society decided to send one of its members, Fr. Protasio Soares,, to the 
States in order to secure hefp from the American Catholics. As expected, they 
were not slow to extern! to us their proverbial generoaity. During his two 
visits to the States, Fr. Soares met a large number of mission^minded souls, 
got them ínterested in the Society and lbunded an Association for them called 
the Xaverian Mission Guild. To the Guild we owe the completion ofour 
huge Mission Seminary building. erection of Churçhes and Chapeis, maintenance 
and education of many of our Mission Seminary students and orphans. and 
«nnumeroiis other beneíits. 

lo the members of the Xaverian Cooperators' Association and the 
Xaverian Mission Guild, who have been our dose cooperators in the mission 
work, go our hearlfelt thanks and prayerful wishes that the Lord of the Harvest 
may bless them and their families. 

f r. AgneFs Circle 

It is not only the Indian, Alriean and American Catholics that have lent 
u» their helping hand in our missionáry endeavours; in Europe too we have 
iomid geherons souls that have shown keen interest in our work. In the past, 
they have eohtributed towards the huge co.st of the Seminary Building, and very 
reeenlly last year to be .precise, on the initiative of our Fr. Conceição Rodrigues, 
s. F. X. who was in Germany to eollect funds for the Society’s projects, a few 
ofour Gemian well-wishers forrned a small unit,known as Fr. Agneís Circle to 
help our Society, and in particular our Fr. AgnePs Technical School and Or- 
phanage of Bomhay. They have already made sizeable contribution to our 
Work, The Circle is extending itself and gaining new members. It publishes 
a rnmithly bulletin which keeps the members informecl of the activities of the 
Circle and the needs of the Society. 
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fhose Who Rest 
in Peace 


I I 

In the course of the lasi 2 5 years, the Wissianary Sociely of St. Franeis Xavier has lost 
tivo of her priest-members: Fr. Joseph Moniz' and Fr. Filomeno Egipsy, and it 
would be a lapse of fraternal irgard ij we ime to dose this Sauoenir witkout dedientinp 
a p ige t > their beloved memory, 


FR. JOSEPH MONIZ, s.f.x. 

Rev. Fr. Joseph Moniz passed away 
on November 8,1951, at the Pilar 
Mother House, at the ripe old age 
of 81. Hehad beenin the Society 
for 7 years. He joined the Society in 
his retirement, after he had worked 
long and hard in the Vineyard of 
Lord in Goa and Daman. Even after 
joining the Society, his youthful 
spirit did not remain at rest. He 
ministered to the spiritual needs of 
the faithful in the nearby parishes 
and was prompt in the discharge of 
all his duties. Ready with a smile 
forevery occasion and obedient to 
his Superiors, Fr. Joseph Moniz has 
left us all an example of a very vir- 
tuous life. May his soul rest in peace! 


FR. FILOMENO EGIPSY s.f.x. 

Fr. Filomeno was cut short in the 
prime of his life by a tragic death. 
On October 4th, as he was bathing 
by the sea-shore of Bogmalo where 
he had accompanied the scholastics 
on an outing, Fr. Egipsy was caught 
in a powerful current which took 
him to his life’s end. 

Bornat Calangute (Goa) on 2nd 
October 1930, Fr. Egipsy joined Our 
Mission Seminary in 1943 and took 
his vows in the Society in 1951. He 
was then sent to Rome where he was 
ordained priest in 1955 and obtained 
his doctorate in Sacred Theology in 


1958, After his returnto Goa, Fr. 
Egipsy was appointed Professor and 
Assistant Dxrector of the Mission Se« 
minary. It was in the accomplish* 
ment of his duties, speciallyas Di- 



rector, that Fr. Egipsy’s gifts of mind 
heart and carne into the limelight. 
As a true educator, he loved each 
and every one of his pupils and they 
loved him in return and placed their 
full confidence in him. His span of 
life was a short one but he accom- 
plished much within that brief peri- 
od, leaving an eloquent testimony of 
the greatness of his soul. We cherish 
much his beloved memory and feel 
his irreparable loss even now. R.I-R* 














Milestones in the Growth oj lhe 
ISew Society of Pilar 

1931 Decmber. XAVERIAN LEAGUE ia founded at Lho Racliol Seminary with 
the missionary apostolate in view, 

1934 The leaguers decide to stabilize the Xitverian League through the formatiou 
of a Xaverian Missionary Society. 

1936 Rather than foutid a completely new Society, it is resolved to reorganize the 
old Pilar Missionary Society which is steadily deeliiiing. 

1939 January ÍO. Remains of the Servant of God, Fr. Agnelo DASouza, are 
transferred frora the Racliol Cemitery to Pilar. 

July 2, The first 8 members of the new Society begin their novitiate. 

1940 Septmkr 8. The Missionary Society of St. Franeia Xavier of Pilar is 
officially bom: all the eight members make their first profeeaion. 

The first batch of the Pilar Missionários leave for the Nagar-Havcli Mission: 
Fathers Albuquerque and Cabral. 

1941 The Xaverian Cooperators" Association is founded, with the object of 
enlisting the people’s support in the missionary apostolate, 

1942 A Minor Seminary is opened with 7 studerits on the roll, 

1943 The whole area of Nogar-Haveli with its headquaters at Khanvel is entrust* 
ed to our Society. 

1944 October2. Beginnings of the Press Apostolate: the diocéaan weekly 
“ Vauradrkancho Ixlt ” begins its publication at Pilar. 

The Association of the Little Apostles of the Sacred Heart is annexéd to the 
Society and renamed “ The Association of Spiritual Brothers and Sisters ", 
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1946 December 21. Laying of the foundation stone of the new building to house 
the All Indii Mission Seminary. 

1947 The first batch of proirising priests and seminarians is sent abroad for 
higher studies. 

1950 Our Englisb Missionary Monthly, ÍNDIA, begins its publication. 

1951 The first year of our Scholasticate with Philosophical and Theological 
courses. 

Missionary work is undertaken in the Sanguem district of the Archdiocese 
of Goa. 

1952 Decmber 2. Solemn opening of the new building of the Mission Seminary 
by H. Em. Card. Cerejeira, Papal Legate to the Xaverian Centenary 
Celebrations. 

Missionary Parish of Ambarnath (Bombay) is entrusted to the Society. 

1954 Xaverian Mission Guild is founded in the U. S. A. 

1955 The first frnits of our Mission Seminary — 3 New Priests. 

1956 The Process of Fr. Agnelo’s Beatification is reopened with new vigour. 

1958 Opening of Fr. Agnel Ashram in Bombay. 

1960 Fr. Agnelo’s diocesan processes are successfully closed and sent to Rome. 

1961 Sirsa Mission in Punjab comes under the SocietyVcare. 

1963 Fr. AgnePs Circle formed in Germany. 

1964 Society's 25th year of foundation. 

^ . 
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To be rcturml on or before the last date sttunped below 


PILAR GOA 
Personnel and work in 25 years 


1939 1964 


PRIESTS . . . . . 

BROTHERS . 

SCHOLASTICS . . . 
MINOR SEM1NARIANS 
SEMINARY . . , 


SCHOOLS 


DISPENSARIES 


PRESS APOSTOLATE 


. » £i 


CONSTRUCTIQ 

lí 

LANDS PURCi \ m 
S choola and s ■ 
PRIESTS TRA ||| 
and Collegtts 
PRIESTS STUI} ,’1 
and Colleges . 

LAY ASSOCIAI 
MISSIONAS . 


67 

27 

72 

88 

1) Minor 
I) Major 

f 1 Technical High School 
on j 4 High Schoola 
\ 2 Middle Schoola 
125 Primary Schoola 


f 1 Weekly paper 
| 1 Monthly Magazine 
! Varioua books and booklets 
j printed 

l 1 Good preas disribating 

.... - - - --- 
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